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O N  T H E  C O V E R

In her second year with The Blind Relief Fund of

Philadelphia, Sheila Hamilton, The Friendly Visitor,

is the individual who makes home visits to assess

each client’s health and living conditions, their

ability to function independently, and their eligibility

for financial assistance. Sheila visits well over 500

clients a year. Her eyes are our connection to the

needs of the poor blind.
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The President’s Report

The Blind Relief Fund mission seeks to support the
effort of visually impaired adults to live independently
despite their disadvantaged circumstances. As we
know from first hand experience, the blind find ways
to cope with even the most challenging living
conditions because the alternative of moving to
another location is rarely an option. Learning the
intricacies of a new home and neighborhood is
daunting to an elderly blind adult. Occasionally when
a client’s safety or financial survival is at risk The
Blind Relief Fund will assist a client to move because
our goal is to support independent living.

All Blind Relief Fund services are geared to
improving the quality of life of the blind poor,
combating the isolation that confronts them, and
easing the economic stress and uncertainty that
threatens their ability to live as they choose.

That’s no small task.

The people we serve mostly live in impoverished,
rundown neighborhoods. They are often in poor
health, and living in isolation. Currently, we serve
575 visually impaired adults. Most have monthly
incomes of less than $600. Most live alone. And more
than half of our clients are women over the age of 60.

About 130 clients live without reliable support from 
a family member, neighbor, or friend. Of that
number, 55 totally blind clients have no one to call in
an emergency except us. The range of relief services

we provide allows us to solve many, in fact, most, of
the problems brought to our attention. Moreover,
this organization is unique in its ability to respond
quickly, even immediately. No other agency is so
organized.

A recent experience illustrates this point.

On a Thursday morning not long ago, I received a
phone call from a social worker seeking help from
any public agency or private charity. Her client, a
legally blind high school student, was to graduate
from a diocesan high school the very next day – if,
but only if, her tuition, some $2,200, was fully paid.
This girl, living nominally with parents, in fact
supported herself with her monthly disability check.
That money was used to fund the family’s basic
needs. Nothing was left for a luxury like tuition.

Despite the best efforts of the social worker, none 
of the other agencies that help the blind was able to
help this time, certainly not with the immediacy the
situation required. But we were. By that afternoon, 
I was able to meet with all the people involved – the
school principal, social worker and of course, this
brave young girl. On entering the meeting, I told her
that I was there to see that she graduated. The
intense emotional release was almost palpable and dry
eyes were in short supply. The Blind Relief Fund
ended up paying about half the bill, the remainder
coming from her school and Catholic Social Services.
She graduated, with honors, the next day.

That is the nature of our work and the reason we fill 
a unique and important role for Philadelphia’s poor
blind community.

On the following pages we describe the process we
follow that allows us to effectively meet a variety of
individual needs. And, as always, we owe a debt of
gratitude to the people who support our work and, 
in doing so, support poor people who have nowhere
else to turn.

Stephen Harris

President

The Blind Relief Fund of Philadelphia
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Seeing the need

No chair for a friend to sit on
Frank Madison has been a client for more than 
20 years, receiving assistance with food shopping
and reading his mail. On this visit to his home, 
I notice the lack of furniture. In fact, other than
the bed, there is no place for either of us to sit
and review his circumstances; not an inviting
situation for potential guests.

Cannot read mail and pay bills

Limited mobility
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The door to The Blind Relief Fund is opened by the
Friendly Visitor. This important role is capably filled by
Sheila Hamilton. Sheila is our feet on the street, so to
speak, the person who goes and looks, who talks with
clients face to face, who sees the need and the lack of
resources.

The trust that Sheila builds with clients emanates from
her gracious caring manner and the long record of
commitment by The Blind Relief Fund to Philadelphia’s
poor blind community. Without these special 

relationships many of our services would not be
received by our clients.

Her assessment considers housing and health conditions
as well as previous ongoing services. The clients most
at risk live alone with no support or unreliable support
from family and friends. Other considerations include
client mobility and functionality both inside and
outside the home.

The information Sheila gathers is recorded on a
comprehensive checklist that she brings back to our
offices for entry into a database.

Broken appliances

Needs transportation to medical appointments

Unable to pay high utility bills

Virtually no outside support

Needs help to relocate

Difficulty keeping bathroom and kitchen clean

Requires assistance to shop for food or clothes
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Each year we create an operational plan that relates
a budget to the anticipated needs of each client as
observed through Sheila’s visits. Throughout the year
the plan is implemented and evaluated at two weekly
staff meetings that review previous clients visited,
current client service requests and future clients
selected for visits. The delivery of each client service,
whether it be finding a table to eat on or providing a

trip to the doctor’s office, encompasses numerous tasks
to be performed by various staff members.

Our small, efficient organization, independent of any
government or public agencies, enables us to respond
immediately to client needs and emergencies. This
unique ability has been a characteristic of The Blind
Relief Fund since its inception in 1909. 

Contact local carpenter

Arrange for in-home assistance

Shop for appliancesSearch for subsidized housing

Work with an outside agency

Review budget

Schedule transportation
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Forming a plan

Arrange for pick up and delivery of furniture
Two days later, at the weekly staff meeting 
it is decided that, in addition to visits from 
the In-Home Assistant for help with general
cleaning, shopping and mail, we will help Frank
purchase a couch. We contact a reliable source
for serviceable second-hand furniture, negotiate
a good price and arrange for delivery.

Negotiate with utility company
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Making a 

A couch to sit on
The couch arrives in a few days. Frank has
contributed half the money for the couch himself,
something he is proud to be able to do. Later,
when I arrive for my follow-up visit, I’m pleased
to find Frank sitting on the new sofa chatting with
a neighborhood friend. 

A patched roof

A ride to the doctor’s office

A trip to the food store
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difference
The Blind Relief Fund serves more than 575 needy
blind clients in Philadelphia. Sheila will make about
900 client visits per year to reassess client needs and
to just say a friendly hello. Some clients are visited
every month and some only once a year. The visitation
schedule is a major component of the operational
plan taking into consideration those clients who
require the most attention.

In addition to visits from the Friendly Visitor, we
provide a number of services to help our clients retain
a measure of independence. The Telephone Visitor

maintains contact with those clients that live alone
without family or friends. The In-Home Assistant helps
with light housekeeping chores like cleaning, laundry,
reading mail, and paying bills. Our van provides
Transportation to take clients food shopping or to
doctors’ offices. We offer two annual Social Activities:
a boat ride on The Spirit of Philadelphia and a
holiday luncheon, both with lunch, singing, and
dancing. We provide direct Financial Assistance for
furniture, food coupons, appliances, visual aids, home
repairs, and clothing.

A clean home

A feeling of independence

An air conditioner

Affordable housing

A trusted friend – to read mail and pay bills

A social outing
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Statements of Revenue and Expenses
The Blind Relief Fund of Philadelphia

Years ended March 31 2004 2003 Increase (Decrease)

Support and revenue:

Cash contributions $ 69,863 $ 77,741 $ (7,878)

Non-cash contributions 39,917 41,417 (1,500)

Annual contributions from estates, bequests,
and trusts 329,245 319,709 9,536

Income from grants 29,000 53,850 (24,850)

Dividend income 44,709 46,705 (1,996)

Interest income 60,714 63,556 (2,842)

Rental income – 2,917 (2,917)

Net investment assets utilized in operations 113,436 67,568 (45,858)

Total support and revenue 686,884 673,463 13,421

Operating expenses:

Program services 334,434 302,711 31,723

Management and general 95,937 100,287 (4,350)

Fund raising 50,570 56,949 (6,379)

Non-cash expense 39,917 41,417 (1,500)

Total operating expenses 520,858 501,364 19,494

Excess of support and revenue over
expenses before investment gains (losses) 166,026 172,099 (6,073)

Investment gains (losses):

Net gains on sales of investments 65,440 12,331 53,109

Less: net realized investment gains 
used in operations (113,436) (67,568) (45,868)

Unrealized investment gains (losses) 593,637 (376,154) 969,791

Total investment gains (losses) 545,641 (431,391) 977,032

Increase (decrease) in net assets 711,667 (259,292) 970,959

Net assets, unrestricted:

Balance at beginning of year 2,872,242 3,131,534 (259,292)

Balance at end of year $3,583,909 $ 2,872,242 $ 711,667

The financial statements of 
The Blind Relief Fund of
Philadelphia as of and for the year
ended March 31, 2004 have been
audited in accordance with auditing
standards generally accepted in the
United States of America by the
certified public accounting firm 
of Hege Kramer Connell Murphy
& Goldkamp, P.C., who issued
their unqualified opinion thereon
dated May 25, 2004.
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Board of Directors Staff

Front Row, Left to Right: 

Thomas G. Harris, Esq.

Nelson G. Harris, Esq., 

President Emeritus

Stephen J. Harris, President

Back Row, Left to Right: 

Brian N. Sproat

William Z. Suplee, III

Margaret M. Healy 

Roger F. Veit

Ronald E. Hinton, Jr.

H. Leonard Brown

Back Row, Left to Right:

Johanna Mullin, Client Service

Coordinator

Karon Lee Scheeler, Assistant to the

President

Front Row, Left to Right: 

Elaine C. Resta, Secretary/Assistant 

Treasurer 

Wanda Woodson, In-Home Assistant

Edith White, Bookkeeper

Sheila Hamilton, Friendly Visitor 

Pierce Lewis, Transportation Driver

Not Pictured

Ralph S. Sando, M.D.

Donald R. Kurz

Thomas M. Hyndman, Jr., Esq.

Lois Holmes, a mainstay of The Blind
Relief Fund staff, has retired after 
15 years of faithful and dutiful service.
During those years Lois not only
defined the role of “Telephone Visitor,”
she broadened its scope and increased
its effectiveness. Lois placed thousands
of calls a year to blind clients, many of
whom would otherwise have had little
contact with others.

Whether or not they had met face
to face, Lois and her clients had a
bond of true friendship. As friends do,

Lois and her clients knew the details 
of each others lives – health, families,
joys and disappointments large 
and small.

In her outreach roll, she often had
first notice of an unmet need – for
food, furniture, transportation, health
care, and the hundreds of special
difficulties that are all but inescapable
for blind poor. Lois was always part of
the solution, always a friend in need.

We wish her well in her retirement,
but we will miss her greatly.

M I L E S T O N E S
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$10,000 or more

Alice B. Cooper Charitable Trust

Estate of Margaret Gibson

Jane M.J. Southrn fbo 

Margaret Swain Trust

Joseph B. and Bertha Wurts

Godwin Memorial Fund of

The Philadelphia Foundation

Estate of Hans J. Stocker

$5,000 - $9,999.99

Davenport Family Foundation

The Nelson Foundation

Tasty Baking Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999.99

The William D. and Marie

Steuber Fund of the Board 

of Directors of City Trusts

Bright & Christella Erichson

Charitable Trust

Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation

Nelson G., Esq. and Rita S. Harris

McMaster-Carr Supply Co.

Joseph Kennard Skilling

Foundation

Edward F., Jr. and Doris R. Sproat 

$1,000 - $2,499.99

Philip J. Baur, Jr.
The Philadelphia Contributionship
Drumcliff Foundation
Exelon
Helen H. Fritz for Veterans Trust
Thomas M. Hyndman, Jr., Esq.
Independence Blue Cross
Jim Katilaus
Ruth E. Kean
Donald R. Kurz
The Phillies Organization
Ronald Rubin
Edward F., III and Heidi C. Sproat 
Harvey B. Swedloff
Marilyn Ware/American Water

Works 
William P. Zimmerman, Esq.

$500 - $999.99

Wilbert O. Abele
Fred C. Aldridge, Jr.
Stephen W. Bajus
George Beppel
Ronald Caplan
Diversified Search, Inc.
Gerald and Susan Dowling
Allan H. and Pamela W. Fried
Francis L. Genuardi
Col. Frank W., III and Marian

Harris
Haverford Trust Company 
Margaret M. Healy
Kurz Foundation
Legg Mason Real Estate 

Services, Inc.
Samuel P. Mandell Foundation
J. William Mills
Ralph S., MD and Joyce Sando
Robert G. Sheridan
Samuel Sidewater Foundation
William Z. Suplee, III
Harriette S. and Charles L. Tabas

Foundation
Brown L. Walden, Jr.
Robin Woodard

$250 - $499.99

Annenberg Foundation
Krista L. Barkovich
H. Leonard, Sr. and Delores

Brown 
Nicholas DeBenedictis
F. Eugene Dixon, Jr.
Joseph L. Gallagher
Myron S. Gelbach, Jr.
Betsy Gemmill
Kathleen M. Grim
John C. Haas
Michael Hess
Robert S. Krutsick
Harry F. Murphy
Michael J. Murphy
Brian G. Pierce
John and Elaine Resta
Patricia A. Sidders
Brian P. Tierney
Dorothy B. Vandenbergh
Roger and Caroline Veit
Harold B. and Shirley G. Waxman 

Contributors



11

Up to $249.99

Elizabeth A. Alford
Steve V. Amelang
Esther Ashmore Antrom
ARINC Charitable Team
Esther Ashe
Dr. Joan Bailey
Albert E. Balilonis
Paul Barnard
Josephine D. Barnes
Donald and Fahnya S. Bean
Mrs. Joseph Beardwood, III
Erich H. Beerer
Natasha Michelle Bell
A. Robert Bellace
Peter A. Benoliel/Quaker Chemical
William E. Bierlin, Jr.
Scott J. Bingham
C. John Birkmann, Jr.
Jack W. and Gail P. Boorse, Jr.
Edmund D. Bowman, Jr.
Elizabeth J. Breish
Stephen T. Burdumy
Cynthia Y. Burgess
Gail E. Caldwell
Bernadette Carmon and Leon Noel
E. Margaret Carson
John A. Clifton
Frances Cocco
Patricia Y. Coleman
Donald E. Courson

(continued)

Walter J. (Helene) Cowan, Jr.
Margaret J. Cunningham
Robert Desipic
Jonathan B. Detwiler
Edna Dorn
Philip and Claire Eitzen
Bruce K. and Christina H.

Entwistle
Leonard and Jeanette Fairorth
Rickey G. Farley
Kenneth D. and Jane C. Farragut
Joseph Ferrero
John B. Fleming
Harriet Forman
Liberty J. Francisco 
William C. and Joy M. Frayer
Graeme Frazier, IV
John F. and Margaret Fricko 
Theresa A. Goldy
Phyllis and Steven A. Goodman
Marcy J. Graboyes
Sharlet Grosso
Joan M. Guarracino
Elizabeth G. Hall
Joseph A. Harris, Jr.
Lauren Harris
Diane J. Hartery
Carl G. and Anna E. Henkel
Betty Henze
June A. Higgins

(continued)

John J. Inch, Jr.
Isik and Cagla Inselbag
Raymond E. Ix, Jr.
John W. Jackson, Sr.
Cynthia S. Joseph
Kathleen Anne Keller
John Patrick Kelley, Esq.
Sarah C. Kelly
Thomas Kennedy
James H. Kershaw
Thomas E. Kinchella, Jr.
Josephine Klein
Ellen L. Kohler
Joseph C. Koller
James and Jean K. Kristie
Dorothy Kurz
Diane L. Kustina
Mabel L. Lang
Sabina P. Lemon
Phyllis A. Lennon
Philip and Nettie Leschinsky
Brian K. Lesher
C. Barry Lewis
William Lutz
Sherl Lyles
Lorrie Maguire
Clifford W. Martin
Thomas J. Mastroni, Jr.
Matt Mazza Plumbing and

Heating

(continued)

Delrine B. McCants
Doris Fay McCoy
Thomas J. McDonnell, III
McGoldrick Leasing Co., Inc.
Veronica McGuigan
Dennis M. Millard
Carol Miller
Dr. Richard E. Moon
Catherine Moran
Nunzio Morrotta
Elia Mosko
Michael and Susan Murkley
Walter and Dorothy Oshchypko
John R. and Lorraine D. Oster
Lambert B. Ott, Esq.
Overbrook School for the Blind
Thomas Pappas
Emidio and Dale Parenti
Naishaa M. Parez
George H. Parks
Mary Patterson-McPherson
Jo Ellen L. Peterman
Michael T. Peterman
Carley P. Phillips
Rangasamy Pitchai
Albert L. Pizzica
Daniel H. and Margo Polett
Kathleen R. Poli
Patrick J. Potter
Daniel Pratt
William Rastetter

(continued)

Dawn M. Reed
J. Permar Richards, Jr.
Harry W. Rivkin
Leonard J. and Alice Roberts
Michelle M. Robinson
Paul A. Rossi
Marie Rowlands
Patrick and Barbara Ryan
Karon Lee Scheeler
Robert E. and Ann M. S. Schultz
Thomas Scott
Sebastian Silvestri
Esther B. Simpson
Sheridan K. Skura
Arlesia A. Smith
Robert and Serap Smith
Victor Soto
Sheila M. Spence
Ross M. Stuart
Emelita A. Suarez
Melissa B. Swinney
Harrison (Dorothy H.) Therman
Jon M. Thibodeau
Joanna M. Trama
Linwood H. Vaughters, Jr.
L. Wood Von Seldeneck
Jesse S. Warren
Anita G. Whitmore
Claire T. Wilson
Margaret E. Wooley
Shirley A. Zakrzewski
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Support Our FutureSalute Our Past

The origins of The Blind Relief Fund of
Philadelphia can be traced back to 1905 when
Isabel Kennedy began working with The
Pennsylvania Home Teaching Society and Free
Circulating Library for the Blind.

Her work took her into the homes of blind
Philadelphians, where she became aware of
their struggle for basic necessities. Although
there were agencies devoted to educating the
blind, Mrs. Kennedy was unable to locate any
organization engaged in assisting the
impoverished blind for basic needs.

In 1909, with a $50 gift from a friend, Mrs.
Kennedy founded The Blind Relief Fund of
Philadelphia. During that first winter, the Fund
distributed coal, groceries, clothing, and small
amounts of money to 75 needy blind persons.
Out of concern for their social and emotional
needs, Mrs. Kennedy organized various
recreational activities and social outings.

In 1920, Mrs. Kennedy was able to establish an
investment account after receiving an anonymous
gift of $10,000 in securities. At this time Mrs.
Kennedy articulated her vision that The Blind
Relief Fund be a privately funded organization
and not become dependent upon funding from
government or public agencies. 

In 1952, Frank W. Harris, Jr. took the reins 
of leadership. Since 1930 he had volunteered
accounting and legal services. His financial
background guided the organization through
the Great Depression, World War II, and the
Korean War – all difficult times for charitable
organizations.

Nelson G. Harris succeeded his father, Frank
Harris, as President of The Blind Relief Fund
in 1968 and served in that capacity for 32 years.
As was his father before him, Nelson Harris, 
a Lawyer and a Certified Public Accountant,
continued to provide the astute fiscal leadership
to preserve Mrs. Kennedy’s dream. During his
tenure, the services of The Blind Relief Fund
were expanded to provide Transportation, 
In-Home Assistance, and Telephone Visitation
programs. 

Today, the President of The Blind Relief Fund
is Stephen J. Harris who has been an active
member of the Board of Managers for over
twenty years and represents the third generation
of the Harris family to serve in this capacity.
Under the guidance of Stephen Harris, The
Blind Relief Fund continues its vital and unique
mission. It remains the only agency of its kind
in Philadelphia, a private, non-profit, independent
agency serving more than 575 members of
Philadelphia’s impoverished blind community.

Your contribution, large or small, is especially
meaningful because it will go, in toto, to the
people you want to help. Not one penny of
your contribution will be used for overhead
expenses or administrative costs. Instead, your
money will help buy groceries, or pay a utility
bill, or rent, or one of the scores of everyday
expenses that the blind, too, must face.

If you are responsible for foundation giving, we
welcome your consideration for a grant. Our
needs never end and your support may well
make a big difference in our ability to help the
blind poor in ways no other organization does.

In return for your support, we offer only the
feeling of fulfillment that comes from making 
a difference in the struggle for good. But for
many people, and we hope you are one of them,
that feeling is priceless.

Here are three ways you can contribute to 
The Blind Relief Fund: 
• Directly, by check or credit card to our offices
• By bequest of money, stocks, bonds, or

residuary estates 
• Through donor choice, as part of your

United Way pledge (donor option number
1087) or the City of Philadelphia Employee’s
Campaign

To make a donation or bequest, write to:
The Blind Relief Fund of Philadelphia
551 Walnut Lane
Philadelphia PA 19128-1742

Your donation is tax deductible because The Blind Relief Fund
of Philadelphia is a 501(c)3 corporation. A copy of the official
registration and financial information of The Blind Relief
Fund of Philadelphia may be obtained from the PA Dept.
of State by calling toll-free, within PA, 1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply an endorsement.



Special Thanks

The Board of Directors of The Blind Relief Fund 

wish to offer their thanks to the following individuals 

and organizations: 

Tasty Baking Company

Philadelphia Corporation for Investment Services

The Rotary Club of Philadelphia

Frank Kane, Kane Studios

Kathleen P. Carmen, Esq.

Printed on Creator Silk, 100 lb. cover and 100 lb. text, 
manufactured by Torraspatel USA, Inc. and distributed 
by RIS Paper Company.

No money was spent to produce this annual report.

We are grateful to the following individuals and

organizations who donated their time and services: 

Design: The Creative Department, Inc.

Printing: Pearl Pressman Liberty

Photography: Ed Eckstein 

Copywriting: Gerry Reimel

Paper: Torraspatel USA, Inc.

RIS Paper Company, Inc.



The Blind Relief Fund of Philadelphia

551 Walnut Lane

Philadelphia PA 19128-1742

215-487-1444 phone

215-487-2024 fax

1-888-875-2573 toll-free

brfop@aol.com e-mail

www.blindrelieffund.org website


